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Issue 4405, September 2014 
 

Next club meeting: September 22nd, 2014, 7:00 pm, West Side Café, Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

President’s Corner: by Garry Rife  

 
Howdy Thunderbirds, 

It appears Fall has arrived a bit early this year. Hopefully, 

these cooler temperatures will stick around and we can 

stop worrying about heat stroke at the field. I was hoping 

the weather forecasters had a crystal ball when they 
predicted rain but, no such luck.  

 

I would like to congratulate club members Murry Adams 

and Rick Byrd for their outstanding performances at the 

first ever IMAC World Championships held in Muncie 
Indiana. Both finished 7th in their respective classes and 

that's a terrific finish considering the competition they 

faced. WAY TO GO MURRY AND RICK! 

 

Congratulations to Woody and company on the successful 

Civil Air Patrol squadron training session held August 
30th.  

When a club has members who step up to make things 

happen, we are always successful. I feel like a broken 

record sometimes when I say "Thank You Thunderbirds" 

but, that's OK because you folks do so much so often, it 

needs to be said a lot. :) 

 

We have a few events coming up: 

September 27 & 28 is the SPA West event at our field, 

Ken Knotts CD 

Our first ever CPA event will be held on October 11th, 
Tim Reed CD 

Benbrook Heritage Festival event is October 18th, see 

Ken Knotts if you can help 

IMAC event October 25 & 26, Murry Adams CD.  

 
Be sure to check our on-line event schedule at 

http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/Events_2014.html for 

November and beyond.  

Club elections will be coming up soon. Nominations will be 

held at the October meeting and it's time to start thinking 

about who we would like to have as officers for next year. 
Don't forget to take a peek at our forum once in a while at 

http://www.rcgroups.com/the-ft-worth-thunderbirds-820/ . 

You don't need a password/login to look but, if you want to 

post you'll need an RC Groups login.  

Vice President’s Corner: by Tom Blakeney  
 

Hello, fellow T-Birds.  

 

I will not be able to attend the September meeting due to some travel for work. Have a good meeting without me! 

 
Since I will not be there, I want to weigh in on the discussion about wanting to change Thunderbird Field from two flight 

stations to one central flight station in the middle of the runway. I think this is a bad idea. I have always preferred the setup 

with a flight station at each end of the runway, as was voted on by the majority when the field was being designed. The only 

minor issues I can see that are negative are the following:  

 
Once in a very great while, someone, usually new, tries to fly from the flight station not in use. After 2.5 years at the new field, 

I have seen that happen just once during normal open flying time. It is simply not a big problem. This is easy to control with a 

friendly reminder to the person making the error. 

The flight station not in use presents a possible obstacle to someone taking off or landing if they are unable to control the 

heading of their aircraft and keep it from crossing over the side of the runway towards the flight station. I am of the opinion 

that no aircraft should ever be crossing the near edge of the runway during takeoff or landing, for any reason. Some new pilots 
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do have issues maintaining their heading properly, but this is a skill they must develop in order to safely take off and operate 

their model. I do not know how many models have struck the upwind flight station during takeoff or landing, but I think the 
number is pretty small.  

 

The advantages of the dual flight stations are useful. You always have nearly the full length of the runway for takeoff and 

landing rollout if needed. If your model overshoots and touches down 100 feet past a flight station as we have them now, you 

still have around 300 feet of runway to use. If we flew from the middle of the runway and you overshot by 100 feet, you would 

only have about 140 feet left to stop on. You also have more room to abort a takeoff attempt and still stay on the runway. The 
two flight stations simply give us more flexibility and options for flying than a single flight station would. Being an officer, I do 

not get to vote, but if I could, I would firmly vote to not change the field. 

 

AMA vs. FAA: the AMA has filed a petition in the US Court of Appeals (DC area) to have the infamous FAA Letter of 

interpretation reviewed. http://www.modelaircraft.org/files/AMAFilesPetitionforReviewofFAAsInterpretiveRule.pdf 

 
From the AMA press release: 

 

The AMA believes that the FAA’s Interpretive Rule is contrary to the text and intent of the FAA Modernization and Reform 

Act of 2012, Public Law 112-95, and violates Congress’ specific prohibition on any new rules or regulations regarding model 

aircraft that are operated pursuant to a community-based organization’s standards. The FAA’s purported interpretation 
effectively establishes an array of new regulations that model aircraft enthusiasts have never been subject to in the past, and 

poses an immediate and direct hardship on model aviation. 

 

This is the first step of many that will be needed to prevent excess regulation of the hobby we all love. Please monitor and 

support the AMA’s efforts via the AMA web site. 

 
On to topics that are more fun! Our great electric fly in event, TEX, the Texas Electric eXpo is just 7 weeks out, on Saturday, 

Nov 1. I am still seeking donations of material for the big raffle. If you have a new unused electric related item that you no 

longer need or want, please consider donating it to TEX. I am planning on having a Spektrum DX9 for the grand raffle prize. 

This year, we want to get a big crowd of electric warbirds up for the mass warbird rally during the event. The goal is 20 this 

year!!! Get those electric models ready and we will see you at the field on Nov 1!! 

 
See you at the field and at the October club meeting. I am planning on attending the DEAF electric fly in on Sept. 27th and the 

BEST Electric Fly in down in New Waverly, TX on Oct. 4-5. These are both great electric events, so come out and fly with us!  

June Meeting Minutes: by Tab Bowland
 

 No minutes available at this time. 
 

Treasurers’ Report: by Gary Alphin 
 

No report this month. 

 

Civil Air Patrol CAP Training Day 
 

The Fort Worth Thunderbirds hosted a training and flight familiarization day for a local CAP squadron. Approximately 5-

6 cadets and parents attended this event. A dozen or more Thunderbirds were on hand to help with ground school, flight 

simulator practice, and flight instruction. Thanks to all who made this community event possible. 
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Inverted Flight: by Dave Scott, Model Airplane News 
Nearly all aerobatic maneuvers involve some segment(s) of 
inverted flight. A simple effective approach is to remember 

that you will always push forward-elevator during inverted 

flight. If the plane descends, push harder (you are not 

pushing enough). When it climbs, push less (you are 

pushing too much). The ailerons, of course, work the same 

whether upright or inverted. 
Learning to fly inverted is also easier if you throttle back to 

a more moderate airspeed. Not only will you have more 

time to think, but a lower airspeed also requires you to 

push more forward-elevator to hold the plane level. This 

will provide a greater range of feel for the elevator. It’s also 

smart to enter the first few attempts from a slight climb to 
reduce your initial anxiety. As your confidence and 

technique improve, you can gradually increase throttle to 

start achieving the airspeeds needed for aerobatics, and the 

climbing entry can be gradually eliminated. 

The next important step is to develop the habit of 

recovering from inverted flight by rolling upright with the 
aileron. In fact, rolling upright should be your response 

anytime you are not comfortable. Developing the habit of 
recovering from inverted flight with aileron becomes 

routine very quickly simply by repeating the exercise of 

rolling inverted for two or three seconds and then rolling 

back to upright. 

Another crucial element during your initial inverted 

practice is making sure that the 1/2 roll to inverted is 
completed with the wings perfectly level. Pushing elevator 

with the wings banked will initiate an unintentional turn 

that will almost certainly lead to some confusion. 

Majority of problems people experience when learning 

aerobatics would be solved more quickly-or plain 

disappear!-if more emphasis was placed on better 
positioning! Good positioning is the reason why the big 

guys make it look “easy” and is what’s required to be 

successful at the advanced level. It’s wise to take the time to 

cement the foundation of consistently flying straight lines 

back and forth parallel with the runway before attempting 

inverted flight. 
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 Giant Baby Clipper S-43: by Gerry Yarrish Model Airplane News Editor 

 

 

 

 

For many years, expert model designer, builder and pilot 

Carl Bachhuber of Mayville Wisconsin, has become famous 

for his amazing multi-engine giant scale airplanes. There is 
hardly a famous airliner or military bomber and transport 

that Carl hasn’t successfully built and flown. And for the 

most part, he usually takes less than a year to complete a 

project from plans to first flight.  

The Sikorsky S-43 aircraft is more of a sport standoff scale 
with a wingspan of 200 inches making it about 1/5th scale. 

It is powered with two Desert Aircraft DA-100 gas engines 

and weighs about 110lbs.  The landing gear retracts are 

pneumatic. 8-inch wheels and 1.25-inch diameter air 

cylinders are used to lift the gear and features Sierra 
Precision wheel rims and brakes. Bob also designed and 

built the tail wheel assembly.  
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Photo Courtesy of Airbum.com (Budd Davisson) 

Known as the “Baby Clipper,” the S-43 first flew in 1935, and was a smaller version of the Sikorsky S-42 Clipper. It was 
designed to accommodate up to 25 passengers and two-crewmembers in the forward cockpit area. The S-43 was flown 

primarily by Pan American World Airways for service to and from Cuba and within Latin America. The aircraft was also 

in service in both Alaska and Hawaii and approximately 53 S-43 flying boats were built. On April 14, 1936, the S-43 piloted 

by Boris Sergievsky, (with a 1,100 lb. payload,) set an amphibious aircraft altitude record by reaching an altitude of 27,950 
feet. Designer Igor Sikorsky was also aboard during the flight. 

Is 72 MHz still legal to use? by Steve Ehlers 

I hope this has your attention! YES it is!! In fact a very large portion of AMA members still fly on 72Mhz. Why, because 

good, used equipment is readily available at swap meets and on-line auction sites. Many of these radios are full-featured 

sets with lots of programming and model capabilities. Sure you have to use a frequency pin at the flying site but the fact is 
that you may even be the only one at the flying site on 72MHz! It’s like having your own private frequency. Look for a full 

article in the September issue of Model Aviation Magazine or the Digital version of MA! 

But wait, listen to this....... Charlie Threewit  July 15, 2014 at 11:42 pm  

Interestingly enough, the use of 2.4mh is not permitted on the Muroc Model Masters site on Edwards AFB. When asked 

“What about cell phones and wireless phones,” along with Kindles, etc, you just get a shrug. One colonel even wanted to 

make sure that the “radios in model rockets” were regulated!  
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Humor 
 

 
   Now, where did he go? 
 

Field Drought Maintenance 
 
A special THANKS to Frank Halpin in spearheading this much needed task. Frank secured the dirt and two of his worker 

to fill in the crack area around the runway. Ken, Benny, and Sarge were also on hand to help in the effort. Well done to all! 

 
 

Miscellaneous Photos 
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Just one of those days! 

 

 
Naval Aircraft Factory TDN-1   FM-2 Wildcat    F-4U Corsair 

 

 
 

THUNDERBIRD 2014 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 

September 27-28  Senior Pattern     Ken Knotts/Gary Alphin 

 
October 18  Q500 Race (Golden Triangle Club)  Sarge Bell 

 
October 25-26  IMAC 
 

November  1  Tex Electric eXpo    Tom Blakeney 
 

November 8  Winter Float Fly    Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 
 
November 15  Pylon Race     Gary James 

 
November 22  Toys for Tots     Steve Ehlers 

 
December   Christmas Party    Club Officers 
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www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  Garry Rife              

E-Mail: rowdyjoes@att.net 
Vice President:  Tom Blakeney 
E-Mail: tomblakeney28682@ 

               yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland 
E-Mail: tbirds197@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer:  Gary Alphin        

E-Mail: gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
Safety Officer: Steve Ehlers               

E-Mail: stevenehlers@charter.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 

Forum Link: http://www.rcgroups.com/the-ft-worth-thunderbirds-820/ 
 

 
Judy said she was tired of my hearing problem and got me a hearing aid. Said it was on sale. 

 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
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$3.00 OFF 
Full Service Oil 

Change for 

Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds 

Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 

 

 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 

(817) 594-2602 

 

 Coupons must be presented at time of service.  Offers   

cannot be combined with any other offer. One coupon 

per visit. 

 
 

 

 
 


